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knowledge? Language Testing 21,2: 202-225.
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Melbourne, December. pp. 1–32.
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Elder, C. (1993) The Proficiency Test for Language Teachers: Italian. Volume 1: Final Report on the Test 
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Elder, C. (1993) The Proficiency Test for Language Teachers: Italian. Volume 2: Appendices. National Project Report 
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Elder, C. (1992) Final Report on assessing the English language proficiency of non-English speaking background 
graduates training as secondary teachers (VEF Project No. 78). 33 pp. 

Elder, C. (1991) The ALL Guidelines on assessment: a review. In A. Davies & D. Ingram (eds) National Asian 
Languages Assessment Project. Report to the Asian Studies Council, May: 1–6.

Elder, C. (1991) Methodology. A guide For writers. In A. Davies & D. Ingram (eds) National Asian Languages 
Assessment Project. Report to the Asian Studies Council, May: 1–21
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English speaking background in the Outpatients’ Department of the Royal Women’s Hospital. Report to the 
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Mark My Words: Assessing Second and Foreign Language Skills.  6-part video series. Multimedia Production 
Unit, University of Melbourne.

Elder, C. and N. Iwashita (1994–5) The Proficiency Test for Language Teachers: Japanese. Reading, writing, listening 
and speaking sub-tests. Handbook for candidates. Invigilators' guidelines. Rating schedule. Developed for the 



NLLIA Language Testing Research Centre with funding from the Innovative Languages Other Than English 
Scheme.

Elder C. and R. Summo (1994) The Australian Language Certificate test: Italian. Reading and Listening components. 
Developed for the Australian Council of Educational Research with funding from the Bicentennial Multicultural 
Foundation

Elder, C. (1993–4) The Proficiency Test for Language Teachers: Italian. Reading, writing, listening and speaking sub-
tests. Handbook for candidates. Invigilators guidelines. Rating schedule.Developed for the NLLIA Language 
Testing Research Centre with funding from the Australian Second Language Program.

Hill, K. R. Parbs, K. Hill and C. Elder (1993) The University Test of English as a Second Language: Listening sub-
test. Developed for the NLLIA Language Testing Research Centre with funding from the University of 
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Elder, C. and T. Lumley (1991) The Classroom Language Assessment Procedure. Observation schedule & reporting 
guidelines. Developed for the NLLIA Language Testing Research Centre with the assistance of funding from the 
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Conference papers

Elder, C. (forthcoming)   Taking speaking tests to task.  Invited keynote  to be delivered at English language 
assessment conference in Taipeh. 

Elder, C., Moore, D. Viete, R.  Enhancing the international student experience. Monash Faculty of Education Seminar 
Series. November.

Elder, C. Convenor of LOTE Symposium. Languages Other Than English in Australian Schools: Crossing 
Communities and Cultures. ALAA Conference, University of Melbourne. October 2005.

Elder, C. & G. Wigglesworth. Planning before speaking: what difference does it make? Paper presented at the 
Language Testing Research Colloqium, Madison, Wisconsin. July 2005. Also delivered at Australian 
Association of Applied Linguistics Conference, Melbourne. July.

Elder, C.  Modelling language proficiency: the role of explicit and implicit knowledge. Paper delivered at Symposium 
convened by Professor Rod Ellis at  International Association of Applied Linguistics Conference (AILA) July, 
2005. 

Elder, C. The role of language proficiency in academic performance: perspectives from a New Zealand University. Paper 
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for Applied Language and Literacy Research Roundtable Conference, Edith Cowan University, Perth, July 2004.

Elder, C. Testing for teaching and assessment for learning: putting language teachers and learners at centre stage. 
Keynote paper delivered at WATESOL conference, Perth, .July 2004. 

Elder, C. Validating a test of metalinguistic knowledge. Paper delivered at American Association of Applied 
Linguistics Conference, Portland, Oregon May 2004 

Elder C. Test validity and validation: why bother?  Seminar delivered at Faculty of Education Winterschool, Monash 
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Elder, C. Score gains on IELTS: what to tell the test-taker? (co presenter Kieran O’Loughlin, Royal Melbourne 
Institute of Technology, Australia) Language Testing Research Colloquium, Hong Kong December 12-15 2002)

Elder, C. Planning for test performance  Paper delivered at Symposium convened by Professor Rod Ellis at AILA, 
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Elder, C. Evaluating bilingual education: what role for language tests? Paper delivered at Symposium convened by 
Professor Tim McNamara at AILA, Singapore, December 15-18, 2002. Also accepted at American Association 
of Applied Linguistics Association conference March 2003.

Elder, C. Between two languages: Language alternation amongst native speaker teachers  in LOTE classrooms. (co 
presenter Sun Hee Kim, University of Auckland) National Languages Conference: Languages for Life (27/10-28/
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Elder, C. The perils of prediction: score gains on IELTS after 10 weeks of intensive instruction. Invited paper presented 



at “New times New Approaches”16th Australian International Education Conference 30 sept – 4th October 2002, 
Hobart, Tasmania, Australia

Elder, C. (2002) 3 months of intensive English language instruction: what difference does it make? Invited keynote 
paper for CLESOL Conference, Wellington, NZ July 2002.

Elder. C. (2001) Evaluating heritage language education: some assessment challenges. Invited paper for a Symposium  
on Heritage Language Education, Victoria University, Melbourne, July 2001

Elder, C. (2001) The background speaker of LOTE: what can  the tests tell us? Heritage Language Education 
Conference, Victoria University, Melbourne, July 2001 

Elder, C. (2000) The implications of learner diversity for the notion of common standards in language assessment. 
(Paper delivered at a symposium convened by C. Elder  entitled “Monitoring progress and  setting standards in 
school-based assessment” at the Australian Association of Applied Linguistics Conference, Melbourne, July

Elder C, (with N Iwashita, and T. McNamara) 2000. Can we predict task difficulty in oral proficiency tests? exploring 
the potential of an information processing approach to task design. Paper delivered at a symposium  convened 
by C. Elder on  task-based assessment at the 22nd language Testing Research Colloquium, Vancouver, 
February.

Elder, C. (2000) Assessing  the language proficiency of teachers: are there any border controls? Invited keynote at the 
Asian Language Assessment Research Centre Forum. Hong Kong. January

 Elder, C. (1999)  Language testing, whose values? whose responsibility? Invited paper in a Symposium on The 
Responsibilities of the Language Tester 21st Language Testing Research Colloquium, Tokyo  July.

Elder C. (1999) Fairness in language testing: views from within and without. Paper for a symposium “The interface 
between applied linguistics and language testing” AILA Japan, August. 

Elder, C. (1998) Public views of a basic skills tests and their ethical implications: the case of the LAP test in Victoria 
(with Brian Lynch) Language Testing Research Colloquium, Seattle. March.

Elder, C. (1998)  The role of language in vocational assessment. Conference on Vocational Assessment, UMTC July. 
(with Tim McNamara) 

Elder, C. (1993) Are raters' judgements of language teacher effectiveness wholly language-based? 15th Language 
Testing Research Colloquium, Cambridge, August.

Elder, C., A. Davies, J. Hajek, D. Manwaring, and J. Warren) (1997) The relationship between metalinguistic ability 
and success in studying a language at university. Paper delivered at American Association of Applied 
Linguistics Conference, Orlando, Florida. March.

Elder, C. (1997) Is it fair to assess native and non-native speakers together on school foreign language examinations? 
Paper delivered at the International Language Testing Research Colloqium, Orlando, Florida. February. (winner 
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Elder, C. (1997) Research directions for the teaching and learning of languages other than English in Australia. Plenary 
paper delivered at the Languages Australia Research Forum, Melbourne, April. Elder, C. and  A. Brown (1994) 
Fundamental terms and concepts in language testing. Australian Linguistics Institute, Latrobe University, July.

Elder, C. (1996) What does test bias have to do with fairness? Linguistics and Applied Linguistics Graduate 
Conference, University of Melbourne, May. Also presented at AILA Symposium 'Good Conduct in Language 
Testing', Tampere, Finland, October.

Elder, C and A. Davies) (1996) Language distance as a factor in the acquisition of literacy in English as a second 
language. Paper presented at PacSLRF, Wellington, New Zealand, February.

Elder, C. and A. Brown (1996) Performance testing for the professions: language proficiency or strategic competence? 
Invited paper for a symposium on Alternative Language Testing. American Association of Applied Linguistics, 
Chicago, March. Also presented at AILA Symposium 'Bridging the gap Between Language and the Professions' 
Tampere, Finland, October.

Elder, C. (1995) Assessing the language proficiency of LOTE Teachers: Invited discussion paper prepared for 
presentation at NLLIA-SATCC, Adelaide, September.



Elder, C. (1995)The effect of sociolinguistic background on foreign language test performance: the case of Chinese, 
Greek and Italian. American Association of Applied Linguistics, Long Beach, USA. March.

Elder, C. (1995) Are VCE LOTE examinations biased against non native speakers? XXth Applied Linguistics 
Association of Australia Conference, Australian National University, Canberra, September.

Elder, C. and N. Iwashita) (1995) Expert feedback? Assessing the validity of testtaker reactions to a proficiency test for 
teachers of Japanese. Invited paper for a panel on language testing. 9th Biennial Conference of the Japanese 
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Between Language and the Professions' Tampere, Finland, October.

Elder, C. (1994) How do we determine what Italian teachers need to know? Italian Beyond 2000 Conference, 
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Elder, C. (1994) Test task as a factor in Italian interlanguage variation. Paper presented at XIX ALAA Congress, 
University of Melbourne, July 14–17.

Elder, C. and N. Iwashita (1994) Assessing the proficiency of LOTE teachers: two case studies.’ Conference of the 
Australian Federation of Modern Language Teachers Associations Perth, October.

Elder, C. (1993) Assessing the language proficiency of second language teachers: an LSP approach to test design. 
RELC Annual Seminar, Singapore, April.

Elder. C. (1993) Performance testing as benchmark for foreign language teacher education. International Conference on 
Teacher Education in Second Language Teaching in Hong Kong, March.

Elder, C. (1992) IELTS as predictor of performance in teacher education. ACTA/VATME Conference, University of 
Melbourne. January.

Elder, C. (1992) How do subject specialists construe language proficiency? Language Testing Research Colloquium, 
Vancouver. March.

Elder, C.  J. McQueen & S. Zammit (1992) Rewarding second language learning achievement: the Australian 
Language Certificate scheme. International Foreign Language Teachers' Conference, University of Manoa, 
Hawaii. March.

Elder, C. (1991) Assessing the classroom performance of NESB teachers: the role of language. 16th Applied 
Linguistics Association of Australia Conference, James Cook University, Townsville, September 30–October 2.

Elder, C. (1991) Predicting performance in teacher education: a dilemma for language testers. Language Education: 
Interaction & Development Conference, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, March.

Talks/seminar presentations

Elder, C. (2002) Enhancing the chances of success amongst immigrant students. Lecture to Auckland College of 
Education. July.

Elder, C. (2002). The DELNA initiative at the University of Auckland. Public seminar for the Faculty of Arts, 
University of Auckland. April.

Elder, C. (2000) The public impact of language assessment. Talk delivered to senior secondary teachers at Selwyn 
College, Auckland

Elder, C. (2000) Fairness in language testing: assessing learners from diverse language backgrounds.  Paper delivered 
in the Institute of Language Teaching and Learning Public Lecture Series

Elder, C. (1999) Assessing learners from diverse language backgrounds: issues of fairness. Seminar delivered in the 
Department of Applied Linguistics, University of Lancaster. April.

Elder, C. (1999) A fair go for all? Implications of common assessment procedures for native and non native speakers of 
foreign languages. Seminar delivered in the Department of Applied Linguistics, University of Edinburgh. 
February .
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Languages. September.

Elder. C and  K. Hill (1995) Discussion paper on assessing the language proficiency of LOTE teachers. NLLIA 
SATCC, Adelaide, September.
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September.
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Melbourne, July.
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Australian Linguistics Institute, Latrobe University, July.
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seminar on the certification of Italian language competence organized by the Italian Consulate in association 
with the Institute of Italian Culture, November.

 Elder, C. (1992) Modelling language proficiency for the classroom: the development of a test of Italian for teacher 
accreditation. Seminar presented for tertiary teachers of LOTE. Latrobe University School of Education. 
September.
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July.
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Australian Second Language Learning Program (DEET)
Proficiency test for teachers of Italian 1993-4
Amount:  Aus $50,000

Innovative Language Other than English Scheme (DEET)
Proficiency test for teachers of Japanese 1995-6
Amount:  Aus $65,000

Australian Research Council Grant (small) 
(B. Lynch and C. Elder)
Investigating test impact: public perceptions of the LAP  tests in Victoria 1996
Amount:  Aus $7,500

Melbourne University Collaborative Grants Scheme
A. Davies and C. Elder
Measuring discourse complexity in languages other than English 1997
Amount: Aus $15,000

National Asian Languages Secondary Assessment Strategy (NALSAS)
Developing indicators of end-of school attainment in Chinese, Korean and Indonesian
(A. Scarino and C. Elder) 1997-8
Amount Aus $130,000

Educational Testing Service
(T. McNamara, C. Elder, N. Iwashita)
Predictors of task difficulty in oral proficiency testing 1998-9
Amount US $120,000

Australian Research Council Grant (small)
 (C. Elder  and D. Manwaring)
The relationship between metalinguistic knowledge and 
success in learning Chinese at the university 1998



Amount:  Aus $7,000

Melbourne University Pilot Project Grant 
(C. Elder)
Developing a computer-based course to complement the video series “Mark my Words” 1998
Amount: Aus $10,000

Department of Education
(C. Elder)
Evaluating LOTE Outcomes in Victorian Schools 1999
Amount: Aus$65,000

Vice Chancellor’s Research Fund 2000
University of Auckland
Diagnostic English Language Needs Assessment (Development and validation)
NZ$70,000

University of Auckland Staff Research Fund 2000
Validation of a computer-adaptive test of vocabulary size and strength 
NZ $7,500

UCLES/IDP
(C. Elder & K. O’oughlin)
Factors influencing IELTS score gains in intensive EAP courses  in Australasia 2001
NZ $46,000

Marsden Fund
R. Ellis & C. Elder
The relationship between implicit knowledge and explicit knowledge and language proficiency 2002
NZ$390,000

University of Auckland Staff Research Fund 2003
Exploring rater responsiveness to an on line training program for the assessment of academic writing
NZ $5,000

IELTS Australia
C. Elder & G. Wigglesworth
An investigation into the effectiveness and validity of planning time on test performance 2004
Aus$ 30,000

Monash  Small Grant
C. Elder, A. Kostagriz, R. Viete, J. Brown & J. Miller
The construction of second language teacher’s  professional identity. 2004
Aus $8,250

Centre for Learning and  Teaching, Monash University 2005
C. Elder,  Dennis Moore & R. Viete
Enhancing the international student experience
Aus $10,000

Monash Staff Grant 2005
C. Elder & M-T . Jensen
Metalinguistic knowledge and beliefs of teachers undertaking a postgraduate teaching practicum.
Aus $3,000

Monash Small Grant
The role of English proficiency in the classroom performance of non-native pre-service teachers 2005 
C. Elder & J. Miller
Aus $ 11,000


